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"On August 20, troops of five Warsaw Pact nations in- !
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urt er. ¢ Invasion was a modc: mi nary opcrahon

o

'carncd out with speed, precision, efficicney and disci- <3
pline. This is all the more remarkable not only for the
huge size of the invading force but in the fact that it |
comprised units from five diflercnt national armies, even
(if the satellite contingents were minor.' The command
difficulties in intcgrating actions of units from several
nations are notorious. The invading force, moreover, in- -
cluded almost every sort of modern combat and support |

vaded and occupicd Czechoslovakia.. The news camie
as a stunning surprise to Americans who had read in
the preceding three weeks: The Guardian (Aug. 17):
*That the Soviets had no intention of marching into
Czcechoslovakia was apparent from the beginning., Re-

ports of an impending invasion were the fabrication of

hostile clements and press.”
The Nation (Aug. 5): “There will certainly be no | missile (including missile units with nuclear capability), !

outside intcrvention. The Russians cannot afford to lose { artillery of all kinds, electronic, propaganda, every kind . o o

more of their dwindling retinue and perhaps risk another | of SUPPW, etc.—the works.

Hungary, which both sides usc as a bogy agamst each  Again: Although the contingent preparation for the

other.”
The Christian Science Monitor, (Aug 1): “The‘ cision to go ahcad made at least days and probab]y

Czcch0510vak Army is agam coumcd one of the miost : weeks beforchand, no Wcstcm initelligence service called

cfficient fighting forces in Europe and as seen’ by the | the shot. The buildup and manéuvering on the Czech

.Sovict Union potentially the most reliable, most eficctive | border were of course known./Evéryone understood that i"

tarmy of the Warsaw Pact allies.” - nMoscow had the capamlxty for the invasion—though not | IS

UPI, Prague (Aug. 19): “Itis a mcnsurc of the free- : quite so impressive a capability as was demonstrated. | i Lo

- "dom that has come to Czechoslovakia thas 2,000 former " But all Western services misjudged Moscow’s intentions; !

'secret policemen today wear the umform of ordinary : - none learned of or deduced the actual decision to strike.

i Praguc patromen :  And: The Western nations and their military arms ; - :

Columnist Joseph C. Harsch (Aug. 20): Washington i were passxve in the face of both the buildup and the

. } appears to be clinging even more tenaciously than Mos- actual invasion.

. cow to the dwindling power of the sword. The Musco-  S0° What is to prevent Moscow & Co. from mvadmg
vites decided that there are better ways than tanks for another nation when it thinks the moment opportunc?
handling puunful problems with the Czechs; which INcither our strategic nuclear force nor our tactical -
amounted in cffect to downgrading the sword as an " nuclear weapons nor the existing armies, navies and air

» instrument of policy.” forces of the NATO alliance stopped or attemipted to

Or, Andrei Gromyko, any place, any year: “Our'-' stop the march into Czechoslovakia. So if it’s Rumania

+ country has always given resolute support to the na- next month? The Kremlin promised the White House?

tional liberation movements of the peoples, the move- - Quite possibly; like Hitler’s Reich, the Kremlin has often
ments. for frecdom and independence, Our country has': cnough made such promises, and its signature is on the
always been an active force in the struggle * for the | UN Charter. But promises didn't help the Czechs when
qumdanon of colonial oppression.” . the tanks started moving. Yugoslavia? Berlin? West
Germany? But now you're getting beyond “the Soviet
sphere of interest.” And did they promise to stay inside

The B{}“ ’h Cost of Noﬂuno \ that mysterious sphere?
' The Economist—the very soul of sobricty—is con-

- Discussion of the Czech invasion has concerned for the - Strained to conclude: “The Russians’ move forward
- most-part its political and moral elements. It is advisable ;| means that there would be even less time for NATO to

to begin paying somewhat more attention to its military . - Prepare itsclf against an impending attack than there .
dimension.  was when these Russian divisions had to be sent forward

For example: Sovict and allied military power has in from Russia itself. And after what has happened in

- the past two months advanced several hundred miles ; CZechoslovakia—and the tough line the Russians are
westward in central Europe, and substantially westward ~"now taking with the West Germans—it can no longer
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all along the line, Two months ago there were no Soviet | ‘D¢ assumed that the men who are running the show in
troops stationed .in Czechoslovakia. Today there are i.'.Moscow Thave written off the whole idea of an adventure
.more than half a million. Two months ago Czechoslo- | into westérn Europe.” In the same issue, a reader writes
vakia's borders with the Free World were lightly screened | i “So we pay for a NATO army that it should do
by Czech guards and soldicrs; today six or more Soviet ; nothing, silently, ofice a decade? I should have such a
divisions arc deployed along the West German border | * job~—Yours - Faxthfully (P' W. Haston of Cloghane,"
and other Sovict units arc moving into place along the .Coumy Kerry.) G L R
Austrian border. Reserve units have been called up in - S et e
Poland and East Germany. At least a quarter of a million : o : E e

Soviet troops have been shifted wcslward to fill the places © - ’ ' ’

of the occupation armics—=which
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" unit—infantry, armored, airborne, all types of aircraft,” N

- action must have begun monthis ago and the first de- !




